CHAPTER III:   Work in Italy,   1787-1794;
Illustrations to Books
IN 1787 Flaxman and Ms wife went to Italy. This
important step, then considered almost indispensable
for the training of a sculptor, seems to have been recom-
mended by Romney., who also offered financial assistance.1
It was, however, from Wedgwood that help chiefly came.
It is said that he advanced money for the journey 2 ; and
he certainly gave Flaxman letters of introduction, and
through his agents, Micali & Son of Leghorn, made easy
the transport of Flaxman 5s luggage. A list of the contents
of part of this, In Flaxman's own handwriting, Is preserved
in the Etruria Museum 3 and throws an Interesting light
on the needs of a traveller at the period. In addition to
a considerable stock of clothing, there were modelling
tools, painting sticks, ten dozen and a half lead pencils,
and some classical books, noted as " neither Religious or
Political.5' The articles are described as the property of
four persons, so Flaxman and his wife had fellow-travellers,
1  Rev, John Romney, Memoirs of George Romney', 1830, p. 203.
2  Meteyard, op. df.y Ii. 506.
8 Reprod. Meteyard, op. aV.5 ii. p. 506.
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